4                THE CULTURAL ROLE OF INDIA
religious and philosophical background. - India
had a cleat understanding of the central unity in
the midst of all diversity, and tried to ignore
differences of value in different things, for she
knows differences would make life impossible.
The silent influence of India's vision of the unity
of all things in God has been accompanied by her
cultural conquests everywhere* All the mighty
impulses that entered into India were synthesised
on the same plan. All religions she welcomed,
since realised from the cloudy heights of con-
templation that the spiritual landscape at the
hilltop is the same, though the pathways from the
valley are different* To those who were wander-
ing at random in the plains without suspecting
that all roads lead to the same top, she says,
" Raise your eyes. Things in the valley separate
us. Up yonder, high above us, we are all one.
The variety of ways has meaning at the foot of
the hill, but if we understand what they signify
on the snowy summits, we shall know that all
ate reaching out for God." What wonder, then,
that India with her assimilative genius may suc-
ceed in synthesising the warring creeds that
have met on her hospitable soil i Her soul
has always yearned for the greater unity which
underlies the diversity of phenomena. All